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Hello and a warm welcome to all of our readers of this first 
edition of the Dorset Cancer Partnership (DCP) newsletter. 
Each edition of this newsletter will provide you with 
updates on the exciting developments in cancer services in 
Dorset.  
The Dorset Cancer Partnership is a collaboration between 
local NHS, voluntary and local authority organisations 
working together to provide a joined up approach to cancer 
services across  Dorset. Members of the Partnership include 
patient and carer representatives, hospitals, Clinical 
Commissioning Group, community health services, GPs and 
voluntary and community organisations. We are part of 
Wessex Cancer Alliance, one of 16 cancer alliances formed 
to oversee delivery of the National Cancer Strategy with the 
remit of bringing together all those involved in cancer 
services to enhance care across multiple healthcare 
providers and partners. 
The Partnership is currently working across the county of 
Dorset to implement the national cancer strategy and has 
approved the Dorset Cancer Implementation Plan to ensure 
that cancer patients receive a world class service during and 
after their care. 
 
Our programmes of work are: 
• Prevention of cancer 
• Early detection and diagnosis of cancer 
• Treatments 
• Living with and beyond cancer 
• Palliative and End of Life care 
Underpinning these programmes is cancer workforce 
planning and user-friendly IT solutions, including an 
integrated cancer information and support service. 
Patients and carers are at the heart of shaping the future of 
cancer services in Dorset and there are opportunities to get 
involved as described on page 2.   
 
We do hope you enjoy reading this newsletter. 
 
Morag Day & Paula Bull 
Joint Chairs of the Dorset Cancer Patient & Carer Group 

 

Welcome 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
National Men’s Health Week  

11-17 June 2018 
 

Cancer Screening & Awareness 
Days  

Fri 29th June, 9.30am to 4.30pm  
Above Bar Pedestrian Precinct, 

Southampton 
 
 

Living With & Beyond Cancer 
Event 

 18th July, 10am to 4pm 
Hilton Hotel, Chilworth 

Southampton 
For patients and healthcare 

professionals. 
To book a place: email 

england.wessexscn@nhs.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Dates 
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Key Dates 

Fundamental to the work of the Dorset Cancer Partnership is the engagement of patients and carers 
to help shape the future of cancer services in Dorset.  The Dorset Cancer Patient & Carer Group is an 
independent voice for people affected by cancer.  
Following two recent drop-in events, a training session was held in April 2018 for patients and carers 
who expressed an interest in becoming part of the Dorset Cancer Patient & Carer Group (see photos 
below). A big thank you to all of the Clinical Nurse Specialists and Support Workers who encouraged 
patients to come along and find out more about the Dorset Cancer Patient & Carer Group.  We are 
delighted that the group is now growing and the new members have their first meeting in June 
2018. There will be further opportunities for more patients and carers to get involved later this year. 
                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a patient or carer, you could be invited to contribute in the following ways:  
 
1. Provide feedback on information, e.g. completing patient questionnaires.  
2. Be part of the Dorset Cancer Patient & Carer Group. 
3. Take part in clinical meetings for cancer services. 
4. Contribute to cancer projects that you may be interested in. 
 
If you have been affected by cancer and are interested in joining the Dorset Cancer Patient & Carer 
group, we would love to hear from you!  We will offer a warm and friendly welcome and provide 
you with the support and training you need to carry out this vital role.  For further information, 
please email dorset-cpc-group@poole.nhs.uk 
 

Dorset Cancer Patient & 

Carer Group 



Radiotherapy Update 

The new Robert White Radiotherapy & Cancer Outpatient unit is currently being built in 
West Dorset and is named after a local cancer patient who part-funded the project by 
donating a generous legacy. The building work is progressing well and the inside of the 
building now has internal walls and rooms. The ‘go live’ date is expected to be autumn 
2018.  This venture is an exciting step forward for cancer services in Dorset, enabling 
patients based in the West, North and South of the county to receive their treatment closer 
to home rather than travelling some distance to Poole Hospital.  
 
 

NHS England have awarded £130 million to hospitals around England to be spent in the 
next two years to enable replacements or upgrades of radiotherapy machines. Poole 
Hospital will benefit from a share of this funding for a new radiotherapy machine to be 
purchased and installed in the hospital. This will ensure that patients receive the best and 
most modern radiotherapy treatments, reducing side-effects and improving their quality of 
life.  



28 Day Faster Diagnosis Target 

A new target is set to go live in 2020 to ensure that at least 95% of patients are diagnosed or 
given the all-clear from cancer within 28 days of being referred for suspected cancer by their 
GP.  Bournemouth Hospital is one of five sites piloting the new 28-day standard.  Six cancer 
pathways are testing out the new target – Urology, Gynaecology, Lung, Head and Neck, 
Lower and Upper Gastrointestinal. Clinical teams around Dorset are busy preparing for the 
new 28 day standard and are finding new ways of working to avoid delays in meeting this 
target.  Data collection of patients against the new standard will start in 2019 and all 
hospitals will be fully monitored from April 2020.  

 



National Cancer Patient Experience Survey 
Dorset patients rated their cancer care above the national average (8.7) at 8.9 out of 
10!  
 
National Cancer Accreditation 
Dorset was rated as ’Excellent’ for its Cancer Services by NHS England.  
 
This is testament to the hard work and commitment of the staff in Dorset in making 
sure that patients receive the very best care and support. To ensure these targets 
continue to be met successfully, there are  a set of improvement actions being 
implemented across the hospitals in Dorset.  
 
National Cancer Treatment Times 
The Dorset Cancer Partnership has performed well in 2017/18 by achieving most of 
the national cancer standards against a backdrop of huge pressure on NHS services. 
The main standards are: 
• Increasing numbers of patients being diagnosed with cancer at an early stage. 
• A maximum 2 week wait from GP referral to first hospital appointment –  
• 31 days – maximum time from decision to treat to first treatment –  
• 62 days – maximum time from original GP referral to hospital treatment –              

Nationally and locally, this is the most challenging standard 
 

 

Our Achievements 



The patient risk stratification and recovery project aims to ensure that all patients who have 
completed a course of cancer treatment are well supported and appropriately monitored as 
they adapt to life beyond cancer.  The Recovery Package offers all cancer survivors a 
programme of Holistic Needs Assessments, Care Plans, Treatment Summaries, Cancer Care 
Reviews and Health & Wellbeing Events. 
  
Risk Stratification identifies those patients who are least likely to have a recurrence of their 
cancer or to struggle with long term side effects of their cancer treatment.  These patients 
will be offered the opportunity to join a self-management follow up pathway, which will 
reduce the number of Outpatient Clinic appointments they need to attend and provide a 
package of support to ensure they feel well-supported and equipped to manage their own 
recovery and resumption of normal life. 
 

Key to this self-management follow-up pathway will be the introduction of a new software 
platform called My Medical Record.  Building on a successful scheme that has been in 
operation in Southampton for some years we will use this secure web-based system to 
allow patients, their cancer team and their GP to all send and receive messages, test 
results and other key information. Patients will have a personal log-in via a patient portal 
which will allow them to maintain regular contact with their cancer team, via a designated 
support worker, and also to access a wealth of support information on all aspects of living 
with and beyond cancer. 
  

New System for Patient Follow-up 

My Medical Record 

Dorset Cancer Partnership are 
currently working with clinical staff 
and IT departments to develop the 
system and ensure that issues of 
functionality and data security are 
fully covered and hope that the 
system will be up and running 
within the next few months. Initially 
breast, colorectal, prostate and 
testicular cancer patients will be the 
focus of this new self-management 
programme. 



Worrying about cancer, living with a diagnosis or supporting a friend or family member 
can be an incredibly daunting experience. There is a wealth of information out there 
around services, support, treatment, different diagnoses and many other areas. 
However, it’s not always easy to know where to find this information, or to understand 
it when you do. 
 
This 3-year project, funded by Macmillan, is to develop and deliver a sustainable Dorset 
Macmillan Cancer Information Service, which will ensure that Dorset cancer patients, 
their families and carers are able to find and access information and services 
appropriate to their different circumstances and levels of need. Key partners are the 
NHS, Macmillan, Wessex Cancer Trust, Dorset Advocacy, Help & Care. 
 
The project team formed in April 2018 and the service will be shaped with 
representatives from all partners of the DCP to ensure the service meets the needs of 
patients and health and care professionals. 
 
Engagement work starts in July 2018 and developments will include: 
 
• A website and others tools which will guide and enable people to find the 

information they need  
• A Volunteer network of community Cancer Champions to signpost people who may 

be struggling to find suitable information and to assist in the upkeep of local 
information hubs. 

• A promotional campaign to raise awareness of the new service. 
• A mobile service, outreaching to rural and seldom heard communities.  
 

For further information, please email the team: 
macmillan.cancerinfo@dorsetccg.nhs.uk  

Dorset Macmillan Cancer Information Project 

mailto:macmillan.cancerinfo@dorsetccg.nhs.uk


 

The DCP has secured funding for the following areas, which will make a great difference in 
supporting our goal of improving health promotion, cancer screening, early diagnosis, 
cancer treatment and support for patients living with and beyond cancer. 

• Prostate cancer funding – to improve MRI investigation and increase capacity for surgery 

£121,200  awarded 

 

 

• 62 day target funding – to ensure Dorset achieves this target for the whole of 2017/18 in    
total 

£222k Dorset County Hospital (DCH) 
£35k for Poole Hospital (PHFT)  
£40k for Bournemouth Hospital (RBCH)  

 

  

• Living With & Beyond Cancer Project  

£484k over 2 years for Patient Risk Stratification and Recovery 

 

  

• Dorset Macmillan Cancer Information Project  

£501k over 3 years 

  

 

• Wessex Cancer Information Portal/website  

£205k awarded to fund the website 

 

  

• Improving lung cancer services 

Funding awarded June 2018, amount to be confirmed. 

Funding Updates 



 
We hope you have enjoyed reading this first edition of the Dorset Cancer Partnership 
Newsletter and have found it both interesting and informative.   
  
At the heart of the Dorset Cancer Partnership is a vision to provide a single Dorset cancer 
service, to prevent cancer within our population, diagnose cancer early, achieve great 
outcomes, and treat all patients as individuals - with person centred, equitable care for all. 
We would like to thank the many staff and patient/carer representatives from across Dorset 
for all their hard work and dedication over the past year.   
  
Despite the unprecedented financial challenges faced by the NHS as a whole, we are 
delighted that cancer services in Dorset continue to perform extremely well against a series 
of national performance standards and a substantial amount of additional resource has been 
secured to support a range of exciting service developments for patients in Dorset.   
 
We aim to keep you informed by producing this Newsletter every 6 months and hope you will 
look out for the next edition in January 2019. 

 
 
Debbie Fleming, Chief Executive Poole Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, 
Executive Chair Dorset Cancer Partnership 
 
 
 
 
Tom Geldart, Consultant Medical Oncologist, Clinical Lead Dorset Cancer 
Partnership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to contribute to the newsletter, please email: 
amanda.stainton@poole.nhs.uk 

 
 


